
Safe Shropshire 

What is Safe Shropshire? 

A community led initiative supported by West Mercia Police, Mencap, 
Shropshire Council, Taking Part, OSCA Citizen Advocacy, Shropshire 
Disability Network, Shropshire Voluntary and Community Sector Assembly 
was launched on Thursday 4th July 2013 at the Guildhall Shrewsbury.  

So what is this really all about and how can you help by becoming a Safe 
Place and/or promoting this among your colleagues, family and friends? 

Hate Crime  

 

 Vulnerable people in the community 
are often victims of crime 

 As many as 9 out of 10 have had a 
hate crime committed against them 

 Many suffer on a regular basis 
 A lot of these crimes take place in 

public places around our towns and 
communities. 

Can you help? 

 

 Working with West Mercia Police we have now 
launched ‘Safe Places’ in Shropshire to support 
vulnerable people in our towns and communities. It 
has started in Shrewsbury Town Centre and Church 
Stretton. In June 2014 we launched in Oswestry & 
this was followed by a day in October signing up 
places in Market Drayton. In November 2014 we 
brought Whitchurch into the scheme by signing up 
several businesses. We hope January 2015 will see 
us at Bridgnorth & have a list of other places to sign 
up as the year goes on.We continue to receive further 
enquiries from other areas asking how they can also 
role this scheme out. 

What are Safe Places?  

‘Safe Places’ are a short term safe place for vulnerable people who feel 
threatened.  

How do they work?  

 Shops businesses and public buildings sign up to the project. 
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 Staff are briefed in what to do if someone needs help (see below). 
 The premises that sign up are provided with a sticker symbol that 

goes in a visible place in the window. 
 The scheme is supported by West Mercia Police. Local Police 

Community Support Officers are aware of where local Safe Places 
are. 

 People using the ‘Safe Places’ Project are given a card by the 
organisations involved which has the same Safe Places symbol as 
the window sticker. They add details of people to contact if help is 
needed. Cards can also be obtained from hatecrime@shropshire-
disability.net or ann.shaw@westmercia.pnn.police.uk 

 If the person feels threatened or has a crime committed against them 
while they are out in the community they can come into any ‘Safe 
Places’ premises to ask for support.  

What to do if someone comes in to your premises and shows you a 
Safe Places card:  

 Offer support, for example: somewhere to sit and calm down; help to 
phone a family member to come and pick them up or help to phone 
the police non-emergency number 101 to report concerns or seek 
advice 

 In an emergency call 999 to speak to the police 
 All the people using the service will have relevant phone numbers 

with them 

How to Report Hate Crime? 

Don’t report Hate Crime to Us, please use 101 for non-emergency and 
999 in case of an emergency. However, if you feel you can’t report it 
yourself, then send an email to us at: hatecrime@shropshire-
disability.net so that we can act appropriately. 

Click the links below to see lists of Safe Places in Shropshire: 

Safe Places Telford 

Safe Place Shrewsbury 

Safe Places Church Stretton  

Safe-Place-Oswestry  

Safe-Places-Market Drayton 

Safe-Places-Whitchurch 

You may also find this link useful http://www.telford.gov.uk/safeplaces 

mailto:hatecrime@shropshire-disability.net
mailto:hatecrime@shropshire-disability.net
http://shropshire-disability.net/organisationsbusinesses-in-telford-which-are-safe-places/
http://shropshire-disability.net/organisationsbusinesses-in-shrewsbury-which-are-safe-places/
http://shropshire-disability.net/organisationsbusinesses-in-church-stretton-which-are-safe-places/
http://shropshire-disability.net/organisationsbusinesses-in-oswestry-which-are-safe-places/
http://shropshire-disability.net/safe-places-in-market-drayton/
http://shropshire-disability.net/whitchurch-safe-places/
http://www.telford.gov.uk/safeplaces


Libraries in Shropshire which are Safe Places:  

Church Stretton  

Ellesmere  

Market Drayton  

Gobowen  

Oakengates  

Oswestry  

Shawbury  

Whitchurch  

Wem 

You can also find information and links to resources here: 

www.report-it.org.uk 

Safe Places Newsletter, October 2014 

 

 

 

http://www.report-it.org.uk/
http://shropshire-disability.net/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/Safe-Places-Newsletter-October-2014.pdf
http://shropshire-disability.net/communication-awareness-trainingi-heard/osca/
http://shropshire-disability.net/shropshire-joint-training-autumn-newsletter-is-out/shropshire-council-250-253/
http://shropshire-disability.net/safe-shropshire/taking-part/


 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

http://shropshire-disability.net/safe-shropshire/the-wredkin-housing-trust/
http://shropshire-disability.net/safe-shropshire/west-mercia-police/
http://shropshire-disability.net/shropshire-disability-network-members-meeting/final-1-4/

